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isninnin  Classification  changed 
RESTRICTED  i  roi  f ‘‘CCMFiDfiKTi-iL 

to  ''RESTRICTED"  by 
or  do:’  of  bho  Secretary 
of  bar  —  By  /s/  E. 
Chccket,  major,  Inf. 

Q.  State  ycur  nm .c ,  rate,  serial  number.  permanent  hcr.c 
address,  and  any  ether  pertinent  Information  concerning  y.ur- 
solf  • 

A.  /y  namo  is  Matthew  David  ONK,  I  an  a  Sergeant,  U.S. 

Marine  Corps,  "y  serial  number  is  273^^9.  Hy  permanent  home 
address  is  Quinlan,  Texas.  I  conpletod  the  eighth  grace  in 
school  and  have  boon  in  the  Marine  Corps  for  six  years. 

0.  Did  you  witness  any  killings,  executions,  torture,  beat¬ 
ings  or  other  cruelties  during  the  time  you  were  a  prisoner 
of  war? 

A  Yea,  I  did.  T!  is  trek  place  at  Norina  Prison  Camp  near 
Napcya,  Japan,  about  SO  July  19*5.  One  "AQNER,  an  Aviation 
Orl’nnncot.an,  U.S.  ,  who  had  boon  capturodet  Corregidcr, 

v.ns  killed.  V/ACtiiER •  s  death  occurrea  as  a  result  of  punish 
/.nt  fer  .a  second  offonse  in  attempting  to  procure  additional 
food  fro:  the  galley  after  tho  galley  had  been  secured  i  .r 
the  night.  WAGNER's  first  offense  occurred  ^  Y^ch  3.94^ 

At  that  time  he  attempted  tc  break  into  the  gjll^Y  g* 
nnd  was  caught  in  the  attempt.  His  punishment  at  that  tine 
Wncs  ...  hi- a tin,#  tv  approximately  four  Japanese  guards,  v a- 
3?™ok  hin  nithyrlSe  butte  and  clubs  doncrally  abou  tho 
bo.  Y  and  boat  him  in  thu  face  with  shoos,  the  beatings  ox 
tendin'  for  r>  period  of  approximately  fifteen  minutes.  tor 
the  beatings  WAGNER  was  required  to  stand 
auard  house  for  a  poriod  cf  seventy-two  hour.>,  c.url.ig  1 
M  -e  -ll  --sslng  Japanese  wculd  further  boat  him  at  their 
discretion  with  clubs.  During  this  Period  he  ^s  ^eaton  by 
aonroxi  t-tcly  fifteen  tc  twenty  Japanese  with  clubs,  eacn 
v'hom  v-ul-'  strike  hir.  at  least  feur  cr  five  tines.  As  a 
result  df  those  beatings  WAGMKR  was  in  a  serious  condition, 
although  there  wore  no  broken  bones.  Upon  release  fron  this 
’  unishront  WAGNER  was  warned  against  a  second  attenpt  at 
breaking  i nto  the  galley.  The-  Japanese  considered  WAGNER'S 
offense  as  an  attempt  to  escape  and  warned  hin  that  a  secona 
nttonpt  would  be  punishable  by  his  own  death  as  well  as 
further  punishment  for  the  entire  caiq  • 

Durlns  the  ensuing  months  the  food  decreased  drastically 

s  gr&»riv«  fas  ■5* 


Konuniin 

RESTRICTED  /s/E.  C. 


Doc.  No.  8095* 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/le3266/ 


u;.c,  lit  .  1095* 


2 


brook  into  the  galley  after  dork.  Ho  left  his  locked 
Tarrocks  via  the  expedient  of  picking  the  lock.  Entering 
the  alloy 5  he  procured  acne  feed  and  as  return  to  the 
tarrock 3  v"s  np;  arontly  ir.ipc3r.iblo  at  the  moment,  he  hid  him¬ 
self  en  S' ;  e  mats  that  had  teen  placod  acr.  ss  scr.c  rafters 
in  the  galley  structure.  His  absence  fr on  the  barracks  was 
discovered  by  the  Japanese  next  uerning  and  a  search  was 
instituted.  The  search  continued  for  two  days.  The  evening 
of  the  second  day  the  cooks  ;n  duty  in  the  galley  noticed  a 
pool  of  bleed  on  the  floor  beneath  the  unto.  Inasmuch  as 
the  entire  camp  had  toon  confined  to  barracks  during  the 
search,  the  cooks  had  no  alternative  but  to  report  the  blood 
to  the  Japanese.  A  search  by  the  Japanese  apprehended 
V’AGNER  in  his  hiding  placo.  The  blood  resulted  from  a  neck 
wound  self-inflicted  by  WAGNER  in  an  attempt  at  suicide. 

The  camp  doctor,  Dr.  SCHULTZ,  IJ.S.  Amy,  was  in  tific-d,  and 
he  bandaged  WAGNER'S  rock  and,  at  the  insl stance  of  the 
Japanese,  enlisted  the  aid  of  another  prisoner,  cnc  Benny 
VALENCIA,  a  U.S.  Army  sergeant  cf  Mexican  descent,  and  ny- 
sclf  in  removing  WAGER  from  his  hiding  place.  The  Japan¬ 
ese  insisted  that  YA.GNER  remain  on  the  fleer  of  the  galley 
and  refused  permission  for  his  transfer  tc  the  sick  bay  for 
the  purpose  of  treatment  of  his  wounds.  WAGNER  at  this 
tine  was  conscious  but  quite  weak  from  loss  of  blood. 


The  Japanese  insisted  that  WAGNER  remain  upon  the 
galley  floor  pending  decision  as  to  dispositi  n  of  his  case. 
This  decision  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Japanese  officers  of 
the  o.orip,  which  group  included  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  camp,  the  comp  interpreter,  and  the  ennp  NCO.  The 
camp  NCO  at  this  time  was  a.  two-star  sergeant  in  the  Japan¬ 
ese  Amy,  and  he  was  the  only  nan  with  that  rate  among  the 
Japanese  officials  of  the  camp.  The  interpreter  was  a 
Japanese  who  had  resided  fer  some  tine  in  Honolulu,  ’  hi.le 
WAGNER 1 3  fr.to  was  bein  *  considered,  the  Japanese  certnand- 
ing  efficor,  the  camp  NCO,  and  the  interpreter  wallcod  over 
to  him  and  kicked  him  about  the  head,  with  oacli  cf  thorn 
kicking  hin  about  four  or  five  tines,  but  with  the  inter¬ 
preter  being  the  mast  vicicus.  A  short  time  later  the 
interpreter  returned  and  found  V/AGNER  with  his  eyes  open 
and  looking  around.  The  interpreter  thereupon  kicked  him 
twice  more  in  the  head,  then  told  hin  that  he  (V/AGNER)  was 
net  fooling  the  Japanese.  During  this  tine  a  Japanese 
guard  had  been  stationed  to  prevent  any  of  the  Americans 
from  conversing  with  WAGNER. 
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on  r  ha<!  1:0 tn  ’lsccvorod  at  approximately  0200  on 

20  June  I'hrj.  At  nr  •  xl.aately  CUOO,  Dr.  SCHULTZ,  VALENCIA 

•  ,;o';  ^  the  barracks.  Tha  next  morning  at 
.ter  as  seen  by  the  assembled  neuters  cf  the 

group.  son. tod  .L:  lront  of  the  guard  iio  so  en  the  ground  with 


iiio  J,neos  tied  together  vitb  rice trav;  rope,  and  his  hands 


secured  with  the  sane  Material  behind  his  back.  WAGNER  was 
cense!  us  at  this  time.  Alter  breakfast  the  camp  was  lined 
uk  i  c  f  tne  Mernino  March  tc-  v  rk  in  t’10  nearby  .factories 
?,  a  ^  th'it  ti:  o  the  Japanese  guards  who  had  boon  searching 
ti}G‘  aroa  for  h'AGNEK  had  1  ogun  tc  return  tc  oai.4 .  Each  one 
cf .these  guards  was  pernittod  to  beat  WAGNER  with  a  club, 
and  before  the  ; vi sonars  were  Marched  to  work  I  saw  between 
lli  teen  and  twenty  Ja1  ariose  guards  beat  WAGNER  with  the 
clui  an1  also  kick  him.  The  beatings  averaged  approximately 
five  or  six  blcw3  per  nan.  The  last  I  saw  cf  WAGNER  before 
leaving  l^r  work,  he  appeared  tc  bo  badly  beaten,  with  one 
slue  ef  bis  face  bleeding  heavily  and  the  blood  flowing 
down  his  nock. 


V/AGNER  was  allowed  to  renain  in  his  position  before 
the  guard  house  for  72  hours,  during  which  tine  the  Japanese 
personnel  of  the  car.ip  boat  him  continuously  at  tho  individu¬ 
als  discretion.  A  beard  approximately  feur  inches  wide, 
iour  feet  long,  and  cno-half  inch  thick  was  kept  handy  at 
the  guard  hi.use.  and  wh-.n  any  Japanese  would  feel  sc  inclined 
he  would  seize  this  beard  and  boat  WAGNER  as  long  as  ho  de¬ 
sired.  During  this  p  ried  cf  72  hours  ’.VAGNER  was  pernitted 
no  fee1  and  no  water.  After  api iroxinately  eighteen  hours 
the  weather  turned  cel1  with  a  heavy  rain.  Meanwhile, 
WAGNER'S  hands  and  fc  t  had  become  swollen  as  a  result  of 
the  bindings,  from.  which  he  was  permitted  no  release.  In 
a.a  attem  pt  t:  .  btain  sone  shelter  fre:*  the  rain  he  had  worked 
hi::  way  tc  a  nearby  barracks.  This  barracks,  however,  was 
flea -ridden  and  the  effect  of  the  fleas,  from  which  he  had 
nbs  lutcly  no  protection  in  his  b  und  condition,  dreve  hin 
hysterical.  He  began  swearing  and  cursing  the  Japanese  for 
tho  treatment  he  received.  Each  time  ho  wculd  speak  a 
Japanese  would  beat  hin  again. 
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After  the  72  hours,  'VAGNER 1  s  bonds  were  released  and  ho 
was  ^emitted  tc  v/alk  tc  the  shower  rcori,  take  a  shower  and 
don  clean  clothes.  Ho  was  then  taken  by  the  Japanese  tc  a 
snail  re  or.  in  the  guard  house  whore  he  could  net  ho  soon  by 
any  f  the  ether  rise  nor  s  in  the  carp.  The  Japanese  announced 
that  hi 3  punishment  would  be  reduced  rations  for  thirty  days, 
and  the  amount  ho  was  to  receive  was  equal  to  a  GI  spoun  full 
cf  rice  and  one-half  cup  cf  tor.  three  tires  a  day.  WAGNER'S 
incarcorati  _n  continued  for  3omo  seventeen  days,  when  two  of 
the  non,  one  WHITE,  a  Carpenter's  rate  First  Class,  U.S.  Navy, 
and  cne  OWENS,  a  civilian,  were  incarcerated  with  hin  after  a 
severe  beating  they  had  received,  and  which  resulted  in  a 
broken  hand  for  OWENS.  They  found  WAGNER  lying  on  the  floor 
unc<  nscicus,  but  screaninfj,  "Quit  beating  no,"  and  asking  for 
water.  On  20  July  1945,  when  the  cooks  took  'WAGNER* s  naming 
chow  to  hin  they  woro  inferred  by  the  Japanese  that  WAGNER 
had  died.  No  doctor's  examination  v/as  permitted  and  nc 
Americans  were  permitted  tc  see  WAGNER,  and  the  Japanese 
placed  him  in  his  casket  the;  selves.  It  was  the  opinion  of 
many  of  the  non  engaged,  in  cnr.p  work,  such  as  the  cocks,  who 
had  seen  WAGNER  placed  in  the  casket,  that  he  was  still  alive 
and  breathing  at  that  tiro. 


I  do  net  know  the  names  cf  the  Japanese  involved.  The 
camp  NCO  referred  tc  ab>’  vc  was  known  by  the  nickname  of 
"Violet  Eyes."  A  toothless  guard  was  known  as  "Snag,"  and  the 
interpreter's  name  nay  have  been  Y0K0E0T0. 


Prisoners  in  this  camp  wore  utilized  in  nearby  factories 
manufacturing  airplane  parts,  bombs,  etc.  Public  beatings  of 
prisoners  in  the  nude  before  the  guard  house  with  the  further 
punishment  that  they  we re  required  tc  remain  standing  in  front 
of  the  guard  house  the  next  day,  the  whole  tine  without  food, 
wore  a  commonplace  in  the  camp.  Those  boatings  were  severe 
am  wore  accomplished  with  rifle  butts,  clubs  and  belts. 


I  have  no  further  infer:,  a.tion.  either  favorable  or  un¬ 
favorable,  pertinent  tc  the  incidents  related  above. 
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a TATE  OF  CALIFORNIA: 

:  SS 

County  of  Alanoda  : 

I,  Matthew  David  MM,  of  lawful  ago, 
being  duly  sworn  on  cr.tn,  state  th-t  I  have  read  the  fore¬ 
going  transcription  cf  ny  interrogation,  consisting  of  f. ur 
i.agos,  Including  this  and  the  title  page,  and  that  all 
answers  contained  therein  are  true  to  the  best  of  ny  know¬ 
ledge  and  belief. 

/s/  atthew  D.  Monk _ 

Cub  scribed  and  sw  rn  to  before  no  this 
third  day  cf  October  194-5,  at  Oakland,  California. 

STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA:  /s/  The;  a.;  1  .  flue r in 

:  S3 

County  of  Alanodo  : 


I,  Thcnas  P.  GUERIN,  Lieutenant,  USNR. 
certify  that  Matthew  David  I'ONK,  Sergeant,  U.S.F.C.,  serial 
nur.ber  273489,  ersonolly  appoarod  before  ne  cn  the  third 
day  cf  October  1945,  and  a  stifled  concerning  war  crir.es;  ' 
and  that  the  foregoing  is  an  accurate  transcription  of  the 
answers  given  by  him  to  the  several  questions  sot  forth. 

Place:  Oakland,  California 

Date  :  3  Octobor  1945  /s/  Thera 3  P.  Guerin, 


Pago  4  of  4  pages 
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